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Friar Manrique is taken
for a Slaver
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YYe cannot feel that Manrique's character will have moved the
reader to sympathy or admiration. The fact is that he was a very
plain man. Probably not born with much intellect or originality,
his education in a novitiate and his long years in cloister and
vicarage had moulded him into an ecclesiastical type. His mind no
longer moved freely, if it had ever been characterized by freedom
of movement. Yet he had excellent qualities. He was brave and
resolute. He was perfectly honest and very painstaking. His
address was agreeable, both men and women liked him; he was
loyal, kind, without malice and without pride. As a diplomatist he
had much acuteness. His observations are exact, he had an eye for
detail, and though his Travels show a complete absence of literary-
talent their matter is so unusual that, edited with circumspection,
they make singular reading and will suffice to preserve his name.
Allowing all this—that he was a decent sturdy Latin, with a
love of the sane, the reasonable, the ordered, and a hatred of what
was extreme or eccentric, a man with no interest in the pseudo-
mystical, in excesses of the spirit, in enthusiasm run wild—grant-
ing him these qualities and that he took a simple pleasure in seeing
happy faces, and in his heart loathed cruelty, the fact remains that
he was a bigot.
Now, to be a bigot, whether religious, political, in the arts, in
the sciences, ia any activity, is a sin against the intellect, a degra-
dation of the mind, a crime that leads to other crimes, a wicked-
ness that brings its punishment. Examples of Manrique's bigotry
are scattered through this narrative. It douded his intellect when
he had to do with Buddhism and made Mm appear more stupid
than he really was, made him ridiculous, robbed him of dignity.
Had it done no more than this, though tiresome it would not have
been criminal. But it did do more, because it led Mm to defend
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